Christian Demography


Christian Population in Pakistan’s four Provinces

Listed below is the statistic of the Christian Population in Pakistan, as given in the publications of Federal Bureau of Statistics based on the nation wide census of the year 1998. The narrative part about topography was published in Herald issue of October 2002. The percentages were figured out by Fatima Zaidi of CWS-P/A.
A. Punjab Province
1. BAHALWALPUR DIVISION

1) District Bahawalnagar:

Located on the Indian border, this primarily rural district was part of the state of Bahawalpur before partition. After 1937, the Nawab of Bahawalpur had to decide whether the territory would join India or Pakistan and eventually chose Pakistan as 99 percent of the population of his statw was Muslim. However, the history dates back even further than the region of the Nawab: Fort Abbas, which now lies derelict and in ruins, is one of the regions most famous historical sites, going back to the Harappan Civilization.
The present day district consists of Bahawalnagar, Chistian, Fort Abbas, Haroonabad and Minchanabad Tehsils. It can be divided into three parts: riverine, canal irrigated plains and the desert area. A low literacy rate and subsequent high unemployment means this area is underdeveloped. Its sole industy is the Adam Sugar Mills, located in Chistian, while farming provides sustenance to the majority of the people.

Total Christian Population in this district is: 12,094 which makes it 0.59% of the total population of this district.
The total Christian Rural Population is 8,063.

The total Christian Urban Population is 4,031.

2) District Bahawalpur:

Lying south of the River Sutlej, Bahawalpur was one of the largest states of British India. A princely state ruled by the Abbasi Dynasty, which claimed descent from the Abbasid Caliphs. Bahawalpur mereged with Pakistan after independence. The regions rich heritage is evident in the architecture scattered throughout its length and breadth. Some of the significant monuments in the city, for instance include the former royal family’s palaces, Darbar Mahal, Gulzar Mahal and Noor Mahal. All of these exquisite palaces are now under military control.
Two thirds of the district is covered by the arid Cholistan Desert which is dotted with forts some of these date back to 1000 BC. 
The area is also renowned for handicraft made of cotton and silk fabric as well as for embroidery, carpets and pottery. The predominant local language is Seraiki.

The total Christian population of this district is 14,385 which makes it 0.59% with respect to the total population.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 5,209.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 9,176.
3) District Rahimyar Khan:

Rahimyar Khan, formerly known as Naushera, was renamed by the Nawab of Bahawalpur in 1883 and declared a separate administrative in 1943. At present the district covers the tehsils of Khanpur, Liaquatpur, Sadiqabad and Rahimyar Khan.

It is a fertile district sugar cane and cotton grow there, while Mango and citrus orchards also flourish. The main industries are cotton, ginning and pressing, sugar, edible oil, soap and fertilizer units. The region is also celebrated for its handicrafts, namely intricate embroidery. Seraiki is its most widely spoken language.

The total Christian Population in this district is 14,085 which makes it 0.45% with respect to the total population.

The total Christian Rural Population is 6,494.

The total Christian Urban Population is 7,591.

2. DERA GHAZI KHAN DIVISION

1) District Dera Ghazi Khan:

The mingling of Punjab/Seraiki culture with the Baloch/Pushtun tribal way of living is its uniqueness. Being the largest district of Punjab, it was lately in the news for the impact that mining and disposal of uranium had on the health of local residents. Though the region is an industrial centre, it lags behind other parts of the province on the human development index.

The Total Christian Population of this district is 234 which makes it 0.01% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population is 113.

The total Christian Urban Population is 121.

2) District Layyah:

This district was formed a quarter of a century ago. It consists of Layyah, Chaubara and Karror Lal Esan tehsils and is home to the Thal Desert. The area, once containing the country’s biggest pastures, has initiated irrigated agriculture after the construction of canals. The latest canal project in Layyah is the Greater Thal Canal that was launched in January 2007.

The district is one of the most underdeveloped regions of the Punjab, though historic remains suggest that is experienced its first brush of modernity when Sher Shah Suri built postal check posts here.

The total Christian Population of this district is 9,662 which makes it 0.86% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population is 8,077.

The total Christian Urban Population is 1,585.

3) District Muzaffargarh:

Muzaffargarh distict in Souther Punjab encompasses about 8,345 square kilometers, and is surrouned by River Chenab on its east and River Indus on its west. The main city is Muzaffargarh and it dates back to the sixteenth century and by 1864 the bustling town had grown to become the headquarters of Muzaffargarh District. At present the district is divided into four tehsils: Muzaffargarh, Alipur, Kot Addu and Jatoi.
While the district is known for its agricultural produce including export-quality, mangoes and crops such as wheat, sugarcane and cotton industry is also flourishing in the area. Cotton ginning, flour, jute, paper and board mills, as well as sugar refineries, contribute to its output. Additionally two of the country’s largest power plants and an oil refinery are also located in Muzaffargarh.

The total Christian population of this district is 7,209 which makes it 0.27% with the respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 5,524.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 1,685.

4) District Rajanpur:
Rajanpur, which used to be a part of Dera Ghazi Khan is located at the confluence of Punjab, Sindh and Balochistan. It is one of the most underdeveloped districts of Punjab.

The total Christian Population of this district is 104 which makes it 0.01% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 62.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 42.

3. FAISALABAD DIVISION
1) District Faisalabad:

Both the city and the district were originally set up as a canal colony in the late nineteenth century when farming started spreading to this part of the then united Punjab in British India. The city, in particular, began life as Lyallpur, named after its founder, the British lieutenant governor of the Punjab, Sir Charles James Lyall, in 1880. Hence, the design of the city centre was inspired by the Union Jack: eight roads radiated from a large clock tower and let to eight separate bazaars. This continues to be the city’s most famous landmark. In 1977, the city was renamed Faisalabad after the late Saudi King, Shah Faisal, as a symbol of the strong bond between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.
The present day district comprises of Pakisrtan’s third largest city and a large rural hinterland. 

Faisalabad is now a major industrial centre of the Punjab and is the textile capital of the country. Not surprisingly, the industrialists and businessmen play a big part in the area politics. At the same time, it is also one of the major agricultural areas in the province that cover about 35,000 acres across Faisalabad. The main fruits grown here are falsa, mango, guava and various varieties of citrus. Because of the district’s importance as a centre of agriculture, a higher education institution devoted exclusively to the study and development of agriculture which has been present here for the last 100 years. The institution, the University of Agriculture, is now one of the few educational institutions in Pakistan devoted to the subject.
The total Christian Population of this district is 224,895 which makes it 4.14% with respect to the total population of this district.
The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 111,660.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 113,235.

2) District Jhang:

Famous for its rich indigenous culture Jhang is also well known for the furniture produced in the city of Chiniot. In the recent past, however, the district gained notoriety when religion became an important element of the district’s politics, particularly in urban Jhang where Deobandi clerics emerged as a formidable political force.
However, the district is not just known for politics, sectarianism and its saints. It has also been home to Abdus Salam, a leading physicist of the twentieth century and the first and the only Pakistani winner of the Nobel Prize. He was raised in Jhang and is buried in Rabwa, the headquarters of the Ahmedi community in Pakistan.

The total Christian Population of this district is 14,723 which makes it 0.52% with respect to the total population.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 9,544.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 5,179.

3) District Toba Tek Singh:

The town of Toba Tek Singh was developed by the British towards the end of the eighteenth century, when they built a canal system that attracted settlers from around the populous province. However, it acquired the status of a district in 1982 when it was carved out of the district of Faisalabad. At present it comprises the tehsils of Gojra, Karmalla and Toba Tek Singh.

Toba Tek Singh was made famous by the celebrated author Saadat Hasan Manto’s story which shares the town’s name, and by the conference held here by left-wing farmers and workers in the 1970’s and 1970’s.
The total Christian population of this district is 60,789 which makes it 3.75% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 50,303.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 10,486.

4. GUJRANWALA DIVISION
1) District Guranwala:
Deriving its name from the Gujjar caste members who once dominated the area Gujranwala is a major industrial and agricultural district in the Punjab. The district is famous for certain industries, specially those of cutlery, ceramics and electronics, while its rural areas produce a number of agricultural crops including rice, wheat and sugarcane. Of late, Gujranwala has seen numerous glass and steel buildings go up along the GT Road as well as in major markets, making it appear like a confused combination of antiquity and modernity.

Gujranwala city, Pakistan’s fifth largest in terms of population, is unfortunately one of the dirtiest and most polluted cities of the country, sewage water floods the streets and heaps of garbage can be seen along most roads. Despite being home to thousands of industrial units, it does not have a proper system for the safe disposal of effluents from factories.

The total Christian population of this district is 148,914 which makes it 4.38% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 96,102.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 52,812.

2) District Gujrat:

Located between River Jhelum and River Chenab, the district of Gujrat encompasses 3,192 square kilometers. Divided into three tehsils Gujrat, Sarai Alamgir and Kharian the district is important in rice and sugarcane cultivation. Gujrat is also famous for quite a few local industries. There are over 1000 cottage-level and small, medium and large industrial units operating throughout the district. In fact, the town of Jalalpur is home to many small and large textile units. Similary, Gujrat city has atleast 500 fan manufacturing factories and it also produces world renowned appliances such as sanitaryware, tires and tubes. The is also known for its fine furniture and pottery and the former is exported all over the country.
The total Christian Population of this district is 21,483 which makes it 1.05% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 7,801.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 13,682.

3) District Hafizabad:

Hafizabad, one of the newest districts in Punjab is also the province’s smallest in terms of area. It was formed in 1991, when the tehsil of Hafizabad was separated from the district of Gujranwala. The district consists of two tehsils, Hafizabad and Pindi Bhattain. 
Hafizabad is a rice producing area and its cultivation accounts for up to half of the country’s rice exports. Cattle herding is also a common occupation. The area was once known as Shiraz-e-Hind because it is the birthplace of celebrated poets and intellectuals such as Mansha Yaad and Hairat Jalalpuri. However, cattle rustling and gunrunning have earned the district a bad name and numerous criminals have found sanctuary in its riverside forests.

The total Christian Population of this district is 9,929 which makes it 1.19% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 6,462.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 3,467.

4) District Mandi Bahauddin:

This district consists of Mandi Bahauddin, Malakwala and Phalla tehsils. It was given the status of a district in the 1990’s after much protest from the local residents and stiff residents from the Chaudhrys of Gujrat.

The city of Mandi Bahauddin houses many Gurdwaras and the district is also home to many sugar mill owners.

The total Christian Population of this district is 7,089 which makes it 0.61% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 4,340.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 2,749.

5) District Narowal:

The district of Narowal was carved out of Sialkot district in 1991 and comprises Narowal city and Shakargarh tehsil. The city is located just a few kilometers from India, making it a smuggling hub. The Bara Bhai shrine in the disrtrict draws devotees from both India and Pakistan, while the Gurdwara Katarpur Sahib is visited by Sikh pilgrims from across the world.

The district is famous fro producing high quality pulses and rice. Its is also where celebrated Urdu poet Faiz Ahmed Faiz was born in the village of Kala Qadir.

The total Christian Population of this district is 42,094 which makes it 3.33% with respect to the total population of this district.
The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 35,948.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 6,146.

6) District Sialkot:

This district bordering Indian-administered Kashmir is one of Pakistan’s most developed city. It has emerged as the country’s hub of sports goods and surgical instruments. Hence it came as no surprise to many people when Pakistan’s first international airport funded by the private sector was built here. More development is in the offing as the government plans to build a six lane mortorway between Lahore and Sialkot and an engineering university in the district in collaboration with Sweden.

Sialkot can lay its claims far more than airports and footballs as it’s the birthplace of Allama Mohammad Iqbal, the poet and philosopher who articulated a vision of an independent country for India’s Muslims. Sialkot enjoys a special place in the history of Pakistan. The city is also recognized for the bravery of its citizens during the Indian invasion in the 1965 war. Its Chawinda region was the site of one of the most intense tank battles since the Second World War.

The total Christian Population of this district is 108,591 which makes it 3.99% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 77,914.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 30,677.

5. LAHORE DIVISION

1) District Kasur:

This district is adjacent to the Indian border, has been in the news frequently for all the wrong reasons. It is the home district of Nawab Mohammad Ahmed Khan, whose muder in the early 1970’s culminated in the hanging of Pakistan’s first elected Prime Minister, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto.
In 1990’s Kasur was at the centre of a debate on environmental pollution as well as being seen as a hub for cross-border smuggling. On the positive side, the district is famous for its sweet meats and spicy fish. The city of Kasur houses the shrine of Baba Bulleh Shah, the Sufi poet. It is also the birthplace of singers Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan, Ustad Barkat Ali Khan and melody queen, Noor Jehan.

The total Christian Population of this district is 103,908 which makes it 4.37% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 80,022.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 23,886.

2) District Lahore:

The cultural and political hub, as well as the food capital of Pakistan, Lahore is the country’s second largest and most developed city after Karachi. Its rich history is evident in its Mughal architecture, in buildings such as the Badshahi Mosque, Lahore Fort, Shalimar Gardens and tombs of Jehangir and Noor Jehan, as well as in the British colonial structures such as the Lahore High Court and the General Post Office. This “Paris of the East” has been to many renowned artists, painters, singers and writers. It was also the chosen abode of one of the most well known Muslim saints and important proselytizers of Islam in South Asia, Abul Hassan Ali Hajweri, commonly known as Data Gujn Baksh. His glittering mausoleum in Lahore, the Data Darbar, draws hundreds and thousands of devotees each year. In addition, the city’s colleges and universities have educated many of the country’s top leaders, including General (retd) Pervez Musharraf. 

Politically, too, the city has a rich history, Lahore was the site of the 1940 All India Muslim League sessions that produced the Lahore Resolution, demanding a separate homeland for the Muslims of India on the basis of Two Nation Theory.

The total Christian Population of this district is 368,089 which makes it 5.83% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 99,314.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 268,775.

3) District Okara:
Located 110 kilometers away from Lahore, this highly fertile region is known for its crop yield and fruit farms, particularly those of mangoes and oranges. It is also home to a livestock research farm, and Pakistan’s largest military farm holding. In addition, the Pakistan Army’s second largest cantonment is also located at Okara.

The total Christian Population of this district is 42,763 which makes it 1.92% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 30,445.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 12,318.

4) District Sheikhupura:

Sheikhupura is named after the Mughal Emperor Jahangir, who built this city and was known to his father, Akbar as Sheikhu. Jahangir built the city’s famous fort and its major landmark, Hiran Minar, the tomb of the emperor’s most prized dear, Mansraj. The district also houses the tomb of legendary Punjabi poet Waris Shah in the town of Jandiala Sher Khan. The area has also produced national level cricketers including Aaqib Javed, Imran Nazir and Mohammad Asif.

The city of Sheikhupura is an important industrialist centre and its industrial units provide most of the area’s employment. The city has attracted major multinationals over the years including ICI, Nestle and Honda. Incidentally, it is also a major gun smuggling hub and has one of the highest crime rates in the province.

The total Christian Population of this district is 150,218 which makes it 4.52% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 116,543.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 33,675.

6. MULTAN DIVISION

1) District Khanewal:

Khanewal was made as a separate district in 1985 and comprises the tehsils of Khanewal, Kabirwala and Mian Channu, the last of them being the hometown of the late Ghulam Haider Wyne, a one-time provincial chief minister, he was killed in an ambush in the district.
The Khanewal City Railway Station is the second largest in Pakistan, after Lahore’s main train station. It houses a railway locomotive shed and is an important rail junction. The district is also known for its vast pasture lands as well as a seed farm run by the Punjab Seed Corporation. In addition, the handlooms in the town of Makhdoompur produce khaddar which is famous all over the country. A historic fort is located in Talamba town in the Mian Channu tehsil while Kabirwala city is the site of one of the earliest dairies in the corporate sector, now taken over by a world-famous multinational.

The total Christian Population of this district is 48,831 which makes it 2.36% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 40,556.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 8,275.

2) District Lodhran:

Situated north of the River Sutlej, Lodhran has mainly an agrarian economy with wheat and cotton being the main crops.

The total Christian Population of this district is 3,292 which makes it 0.28% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 2,276.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 1,016.

3) District Multan:

Multan is known as the city of saints because of the numerous Sufi shrines here, including those of Hazrat Bahauddin Zakaria, Shah Rukn-e-Alam, Shah Shams Tabrezi and Moosa Pak Shaheed. The city is one of the oldest human settlements in Southern Asia. The district is at the centre of a much talked about Seraiki belt, which time and time again echoes with demands fro the status of a province, separate from the Punjab.

Multan’s culture still appears to be more languid than that of other industrial cities in the country. Inzamamul Haq, the cricket giant, has quite beautifully captured the languor in his style of batting. Nonetheless, cricket is but a newcomer as far as the local culture is concerned: the city is famous for its contributions to the performing arts, specially singing and for its distinctive architecture.

The total Christian Population of this district is 19,305 which makes it 0.62% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 6,093.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 13,212.

4) District Pakpattan:

The town was christened Pakpattan meaning “the sacred bank of a river:, upon saint Baba Farid Shakr Ganj’s arrival. Located at the bank of River Sutlej, it has seen the era of Khizer Khan and the Tughlaq Dynasty during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries respectively. However, the main reason behind its populariy continues to be Baba Farid’s tomb. The biggest event in Pakpattan is , in fact, the yearly opening of the Bhishti Darwaza inside the tomb. Opened on the first day of every Islamic year, the gate remains open for five days, it has been the scene of many stampedes, am hundreds of thousands of people try to pass through it. Furthermore Malka Hans, a small town close to Pakpattan, is where Punjabi poet Waris Shah was born and wrote the famous Heer Waris Shah.

The total Christian Population of this district is 9,612 which makes it 0.75% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 6,025.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 3,587.

5) District Sahiwal:

What is now Sahiwal city was originally named Montgomery in 1865, after Sir Robert Montgomery then lieutenant governor of Punjab. Located 180 kilometres from Lahore, the city became known as Sahiwal in 1966. the area boasts of an ancient history: Harappa, the largest city in the northern part of the Indus Valley Civilisation, is located here.
The South-Eastern Punjab district consists of two tehsils, Chichawatni and Sahiwal. The district is known for cattle rearing, besides this its main crops are wheat, cotton, sugarcane, maize and rice. Not dependent on agriculture alone, the district has many local industries, including cotton ginning and pressing, wool spinning and weaving, tanneries, chipboard and manufacturing and confectionary units. Famous sons of the soil include the renowned poet, Munir Niazi and Majid Amjad.

The total Christian Population of this district is 58,001 which makes it 3.15% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 47,174.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 10,827.

6) District Vehari:

This district was carved out of Multan district in 1976 and consists of Vehari, Burewala and Mailsi tehsils. Located on the right bank of the Sujlej River, the district is aptly named as Vehari literally translates into “low lying settlement next to a flood water channel.” Spread over 4,364 square kilometers, the fertile land of this region is best suited to agriculture. A well laid out canal system facilitates cultivation: the two major canals are Mailsi and Pakpattan. Indeed, the history of the district is closely linked to the canal irrigation system the district came out as a result of the construction of the Pakpattan canal in the beginning of the twentieth century. Counted among Vehari’s quality agricultural products is cotton processing plants and cotton seed oil manufacturing units are located here. Sugarcane and wheat are also grown in the region.

Legendary fast bowler Waqar Younis also belongs to Vehari. He was popularly known as the Burewala Express after the small town in the district where he was born and raised. The first recipient of Nishan-e-Haider, the highest military award in the country, Major Mohammad Tufail Shaheed was from Vehari district as well.

The total Christian Population of this district is 21,686 which makes it 1.04% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 16,000.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 5,686.

7. RAWALPINDI DIVISION

1) District Attock:

Attock dates back to the ear of Ashoka the great. During the British Raj, the district was named Campbellpur and the General Ziaul Haq’s government changed it to Attock in 1978.

Most of the populatin of the district is engaged in agriculture. Clans and tribes play and important role in electoral politics.

The total Christian Population of this district is 8,493 which makes it 0.67% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 3,332.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 5,161.

2) District Chakwal:

Chakwal was given the status of a district in 1985. Interestingly, since the colonial era the district has produced some remarkable soldiers. The first Indian to become a general in the British Indian Army, Mohammad Akbar Khan, came from Chakwal, as did the first designated, commander-in-chief of the Pakistan Army, General Iftikhar Khan. The first Muslim to become an officer in the Indian Corps of Engineers, General Mohammad Anwar Khan, and the first Indian cavalry commander, brigadier-general Mohammad Zafar Khan, also hailed from Chakwal. All the four men were brothers.

The district is also home to Pakistani columnist Ayaz Amir as well as Naeem Siddiqi, poet, writer, religious scholar and a leader of the JI, and politician Majeed Malik, Manmohan Singh, India’s current prime minister, is also form Chakwal.

The total Christian Population of this district is 5,846 which makes it 0.54% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 3,881.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 1,965.

3) District Jhelum:

Modern historians have designated Jhelum as the site of the famous battle between Alexander the Great and the Indian King Raja Porus. Present day Jhelum District comprising the tehsils of Jhelum, Sohawa, Pind Dadan Khan and Dina has not left its tradition of wars recruiting ground for the armed forces. The late General Asif Nawaz Janjua former chief of the army staff, hailed from this district.

The total Christian Population of this district is 12,774 which makes it 1.36% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 5,530.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 7,244.

4) District Rawalpindi:

Rawalpindi rose to prominence in the pre-partition period after it was occupied by the British troops in 1849 and made the headquarters of their northern command. After 1947 the district has not lost the significance, Rawalpindi city is the headquarters of the Pakistan Army. And considering the domination of the military in Pakistani politics, this is the true centre of power. In addition, a significant number of senior ranking officers of the army also hail from different areas of this district. For instance, Chief of the Army Staff General Ashfaq Pervez Kiyani belongs to the Gujjar Khan tehsil of Rawalpindi.

Comprising seven tehsils, more than half of the districts population lives in urban areas. Though Rawalpindi is the largest and most prominent city of the district, others such as Taxilla, Gujjar Khan and Murree are also not entirely unknown: Taxilla is home to an important archaeological site while Murree is a famous hill resort of the country.

The total Christian Population of this district is 70,889 which makes it 2.11% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 10,203.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 60,686.

8. SARGODHA DIVISION

1) District Bhakkar:

This area was carved out of the Mianwali district and declared a new district in 1981. the Nivanis, Shahanis, Dhandias and Khanankhels are the districts dominant in political families.

The total Christian Population of this district is 1,935 which makes it 0.18% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 1,140.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 795.

2) District Kushab:

This mainly rural district is geographically diverse and includes parts of the Thal Desert as well as the picturesque Soan Valley. The town of Jauharabad was proposed to be the site of the country’s new capital. In the 1960’s but the rulers eventually decided on Islamabad. The area is an important recruiting ground for the army and is also home to the Heavy Water and Natural Uranium Research Reactor, a component of Pakistan’s nuclear program.
The total Christian population of this district is 11,154 which makes it 1.23% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 7,612.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 3,542.

3) District Mianwali:

The region where Mianwali is located is dominated by the Afghan Niazi tribe. Hence, most of its population is ethnically Pashtun. The district is a popular recruitment area for the military and houses important installations including the Chashma Nuclear Power Plant. The site of the proposed Kalabagh Dam is also located in the district.

One of the most known and feared provincial governors during Ayub Khan’s regime, Nawab Amir Mohammad Khan, hailed from Mianwali, as does cricketer-turned-politician, Imran Khan.
The total Christian Population of this district is 8,078 which makes it 0.76% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 5,949.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 2,129.

4) District Sargodha:

The district was home to Pakistan’s seventh Prime Minister, Sir Feroz Khan Noon, who before becoming the premier had served as chief minister of the Punjab (1952-56) and India’s high commissioner to the UK (1936-41). Another important individual to have come from the district was the first chief justice of the Pakistan Federal Shariah Court, Justice Pir Karam Shah, belonged to the town of Bhera.

Sargodha city also boasted of a Bomb Square three decades before monuments were built to celebrate Pakistan’s nuclear tests in 1998. the square commemorates a bomb dropped on the city in the 1965 war, after which Sargodha won the Hilal-i-Istiqlal for the bravery and courage shown by its residents during those testing times. In addition it houses an Air Force Cadet College as well as one of the largest airbases in the country. This district is also the citrus packaging factories.

The total Christian Population of this district is 58,689 which makes it 2.20% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 31,000.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 27,689.

B. Sindh Province
1. HYDERABAD DIVISION

1) District Badin:

Badin may have lost its politics significance today but there was a time in the Talpur era when the district was a power centre. Now this coastal district is more in the news for its cyclones and heavy rains which often bring misery for its populace. Badin has, endured weather disasters such as heavy rains and cyclones since the last five years, which destroy its precious crops and livestock, severely affecting the local agricultural infrastructure. Unfortunately the previous government rarely came to the assistance of the people. Even though Badin is rich in natural resources, the residents continue to live in deplorable conditions.

The total Christian Population of this district is 2,874 which makes it 0.25% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 980.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 1,894.

2) District Dadu:

Dadu gets reasonable earnings out of the Gurakh Hills, but certain snags have prevented its proper development. Oil and gas reserves are also present in this area. The Kirthar National Park also lies within the district.

The total Christian Population of this district is 68 which makes it 0.03% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 59.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 9.

3) District Hyderabad:

There is a big question mark on the future of Hyderabad: will it ever be a vibrant city again? Once considered the cultural capital of Sindh, it has lost many of the places where citizens used to gather for entertainment. Cinemas have been demolished, libraries shut down and restaurants closed.

It has been divided into four new districts, Tando Mohammad Khan, Tando Allahyar, Matiari and Hala.

The total Christian Population of this district is 866 which makes it 0.30% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 273.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 593.

4) District Thatta:

The old town of Thatta has never been an easy terrain to conquer for any political party.

The total Christian Population of this district is 2,005 which makes it 1% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 1,313.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 692.

2. KARACHI DIVISION

1) Karachi City:

The country’s biggest city is which is often called mini-Pakistan because its population includes people from every community and ethnicity in the country. Indeed, some people say that Karachi has more Pashtuns than Peshawar and more Baloch than any city of Balochistan. And that’s not even considering the large population of non-Pakistanis that make their home here, such as almost a million Afghans.

Just a settlement for fishermen initially, Karachi grew up rapidly in size and importance under British rule but this was nothing compared to what was to come. After Pakistan was created in 1947, the city’s demography changed dramatically as Muslim refugees from al over India migrated to the new country and settled here and in other cities of the Sindh province. They brought with them their culture and cuisine, adding to the diversity of the city. From a population of about 0.4 million people in 1947, it has now grown into one of the biggest cities in the world. 

Few people will now remember that at the time of independence, Karachi’s name, at least in Urdu, was Karanchi. Gradually, with the use of English language, the name became Karachi.

Following the closure of the port of Keti Bandar in Thatta because of silting, Hindu traders shifted their operations to the Karachi port, which was to become Pakistan’s biggest port in what was to be the main industrial city after the industrialization of the 1960’s. The port accounts for a large chunk of the country’s GDP. Pakistan’s founder Mohammad Ali Jinnah set up the federal capital in Karachi, though it was shifted north to Islamabad in 1960 by General Ayub Khan.

The City of Lights and the Bride of Cities, urusul bilad as it has been lovingly called, Karachi was a stronghold of religio-political parties until the 1980’s.

The total Christian Population of this district is 238,572 which makes it 2.42% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 6,642.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 231,930.

3. LARKANA DIVISION

1) District Jacobabad:

Jacobabad was once declared the cleanest city of Pakistan in the mid 60’s. Ahmed Mian Soomro, the father of caretaker Prime Minister Mohammed Mian Soomro was the municipal head at the time. But the house of Soomros is a house divided, as the battle lines drawn for the February 18 elections amply show.

The district is plagued by crimes, including kidnapping for ransom.

The total Christian Population of this district is 884 which makes it 0.06% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 159.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 725.

2) District Larkana:

Larkana enjoys a significant importance in the political history of Pakistan as two Prime Ministers and a Chief Minister belonged to this district.

The total Christian Population of this district is 1069 which makes it 0.06% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 119.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 950.

3) District Shikarpur:

Shikarpur had a glorious past under the Hindus during the pre-partition era. The city produced many Muslim League and Congress stalwarts, ministers and leaders. However, after partition the city has gradually decayed despite the fact that several politicians have emerged from this district.

The total Christian Population of this district is 762 which makes it 0.09% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 100.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 662.

4. MIRPURKHAS DIVISION
1) District Mirpurkhas:

Mirpurkhas once richly deserved the epithet “khas” for encompassing a large territory. But after several areas were annexed from it, Mirpurkhas remains a poor shadow of its former self. However, administratively the district is probably better managed now than it was in the past.

Before the growth of foreign funded NGO’S the district played host to a group of pioneering local NGO’s that worked in the health and education sectors.

The total Christian population of this district is 4,498 which makes it 0.50% with respect to the total population of this district.
The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 1,090.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 3,408.

2) District Sanghar:

It is one of the largest districts of Sindh province. It is located in the centre of Sindh and is bounded to the east by India. The district capital Sanghar, is itself a small city roughly 35 miles (56 km) south east of the city of Nawabshah and the same distance from the north to Mirpurkhas its primary industry is agriculture.

A rare combination of mystical and political energy is at work in Sanghar district, the spiritual capital of Sindh. This energy seems to draw hundreds of people, particularly those speaking Sindhi, Balochi, Urdu and Punjabi, towards one spiritual leader, Pir Pagaro.

The total Christian Population of this district is 4,570 which makes it 1.73% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 3,076.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 1,494.

3) District Tharparkar:

The district, and thus the town, derives its name from ‘Thar’ and ‘Parkar’: the name Thar is from Thal, the general term for the regional sand ridges, and Parkar literally means ‘to cross over’. It was earlier known as Thar and Parkar district, but later became one work ‘Tharparkar’.
The total Christian Population of this district is 380 which makes it 0.04% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 341.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 39.

4) District Umerkot:

Umerkot is the celebrated birthplace of the great Mughal emperor Akbar. Had his birthplace been preserved the federal or provincial governments could have earned the district enough tourist dollars to cover several of its budgets. Umerkot Fort, another landmark, has also been left unattended by the authorities.

The total Christian Population of this district is 1546 which makes it 0.23% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 751.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 795.

5. SUKKUR DIVISION

1) District Ghotki:

Ghotki district forms the last provincial pit stop on the National Highway. About 500 kms away from Karachi, the district’s boundaries end where the territory of the Punjab begins.

The total Christian Population of this district is 1344 which makes it 0.14% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 542.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 802.

2) District Khairpur:

Under the rule of the Talpur Mirs, Khairpur was one of the richest states in all of Balochistan, the Punjab and Sindh. Faiz Mahal, situalted in the centre of Khairpur city, remains a popular tourist site to date. But since partition, it has seen a reversal in its fortune. A large part of Khairpur is covered by wild forests and katacha areas.

The total Chrisitan Population of this district is 1,360 which makes it 0.09% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 334.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 1,026.

3) District Naushero Feroze:
Lying ahead of Nawabshah district on the National Highway, Naushero Feroze is famous for its Madrassah Alhando, established by Syed Alahndo Shah. However his descendants have learnt little from his altruism and, along with their arch-rivals, the Jatois, have gained notoriety for their political domination and nepotism.

The total Christian Population of this district is 462 which makes it 0.04% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 206.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 256.

4) Distict Nawabshah:

Nawabshah city was established in the year 1912. By road it is 4 hours drive from Karachi to National Highway, Sakrand along the left bank of River Indus near Sakrand Taluka, Pakistan.

The town is famous for sugarcane and banana production. Its climate is hot and dry but sometimes falls below 0 degree C.

Nawabshah has an airport near the city, which has an international runway for substitute flights in an emergency. Nawabsha is connected to the Main Railway Line. It is the main railway junction for Pakistan Railways. A big Pakistan Air Force base is also located here. It also has a stadium by the name of Bilawal Stadium For National Matches.
The total Christian Population of this district is 3,578 which makes it 0.33% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 789.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 2,789.

5) District Sukkur:

It is the third largest city of Sindh province, situated on the left bank of River Indus in Pakistan in Sukkur district. One conjecture is that when Arabs invaded Sukkur( Sindh) in the 8th century they found an extreme climate (hot and cold), and called it Sakar which means intense. However the word Sakharu in Sindhi means superior. Sukkur is nicknamed Darya Dino (the gift of river) as without the Indus the city would be a desert.

The total Christian Population of this district is 4,642 which makes it 0.51% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 711.

The total Christian Urban Population of his district is 3,931.

3. Balochistan Province 
1. KALAT DIVISION

1) District Awaran:

This district is little over a decade old, coming into existance in 1996 when it was annexed from Khuzdar disrict. Awaran is generally acknowledged as one of Balochistan’s most backward districts, with little or not civic facilities available for its 200,000 plus population. Most households in the district do not have electricity. Farming continues to be the principal occupation of its people.
The total Christian Population of this district is 1 which makes it 0.00% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 1.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 0.

2) District Kalat:

Through the decades before and after independence Kalat has been indentified with the dynasty of Khan Nasir Noori. The former princely state chose to merge with Pakistan in Marchi 1948 some seven months after the birth of the new country. Administratively, Kalat used to be a divisional headquarter when the province was governed by two divisional commissioners. Back then, Jhalwan and Sarawan were part of Kalat division.

The total Christian Population  of this district is 74 which makes it 0.03% with respect to the total population of this district.
The total Christian Rural Population is 30.

The total Christian Urban Population is 44.

3) District Kharan:

A princely state that acceded to Pakistan in 1947, Kharan is one of the oldest districts in Balochistan. It was notified in the early 1950’s. Little is known of tis earlier history, specially as the areas barrenness did not attract most of the invadesrs that came to the region.

The districts claim to fame in recent times has been the houbara bustard. Every year the rulers of the Gulf states visit the district to hunt this threatened species. In fact, the present rulers of UAE even built the Shamsi airstrip, which now falls in Washuk district, to facilitate their travelling. This airstip was made available to the US forces when they attacked Afghanistan in the wake of 9/11.

Agriculture provides the major source of livelihood in the district. Like Panjgur, Awaran, Khuzdar and Chagai, wheat is the prinicipal crop in Kharan while a variety of fruits are also grown. Livestock is the second most important sector in the district. Overall the development indicators of the district are rather poor. Indeed, electricity was supplied to the district as late as 1991.

The total Christian Population of this district is 169 which makes it 0.08% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population is 67.

The total Christian Urban Population is 102.

4) District Khuzdar:
Until February 1974, Khuzdar was a part of Kalat district.The district boasts of the first engineering university in the province, yet statistics suggest that there are not enough schools and colleges operating in the area. Similarly, though it is rich in mineral resources and oil and gas deposits, Khuzdar has not extracted any advantage out of them for its people.

The total Christian Population of this district is 507 which makes it 0.15% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 17.

The total Christian Urban Population this district is 490.

5) District Lasbela:

Hub, the only major industrial estate in the province, is located in the district. Two important landmarks, the Gadani ship-breaking yard and the Hubco power house, are also found here. One of the main sources of water supply to Karachi is Hub Dam, a reservoir located in the district. Lasbela boasts of oil and gas deposits and has a fair amount of mineral resources such as zinc, lead and chromate.

The total Christian Population of this district is 449 which makes it 0.14% with respect to the total population of this district.
The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 53.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 396.

6) District Mastung:

This district, barely 50 kilometres away from the provincial capital Quetta, was once a useful appendage of the old Kalat state. Until it gained the status of a separate district, Mastung remained the district headquarters of Kalat. Long seen as the hub for political movements and a centre for cultural and economic activities, the district has gravitated towards all forms of Baloch nationalism and has successfully cautre the popular mood of the time.

The total Christian Population of this district is 199 which makes it 0.12% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 57.
The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 142.

2. MEKRAN DIVISION

1) District Kech:

Kech is famous as the land of Pannu, the Baloch prince who falls in love with a Sindhi girl in the tragic love story Sassi Pannu. The remains of Pannu’s fort can still be seen on the outskirts of Turbat, the headquarters of the district, which is the geographical, social and political centre of the Makran region. The region has been conquered by many invaders the Deilamis, Seljuks, Ghaznivids, Ghoris and Mongols but they have invariably left authority to local rulers such as the Hoths, Rinds, Maliks, Buledis and Gichkis. The history of the area is said to date back to the time of the Prophet Dawood. Kech district, then named Turbat, was formed on July 1, 1977 when Makran was given the status of a division and delineated into three districts. The district was renamed Kech, as it was known traditionally, in 1995.
The total Christian Population of this district is 204 which makes it 0.05% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 29.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 175.

2) District Gwadar:

Gwadar district, with its 600 kilometres long coastline, was part of the Gulf state of Muscat till 1958. in that year Pakistan bought Gwadar from Muscat under an agreement which was signed by the then prime minister Feroz Khan Noon. In fact, parts of the fort of the Sultan of Muscat still stand in Gwadar and are used by the local law enforcement personnel. At the same time, the district continues to have close ties with the Gulf state: Gawadar residents enjoy dual nationality and a large number of them serve in the Muscat army.

In the recent times the district has been in the news for the deep-sea port that has been built there. The third one in the country, the Gwadar port was built with financial assistance from China and proved to be quite controversial: it was and is opposed by the Baloch nationalists who fear that the government will bring in non-Baloch Pakistanis to work at the port, turning the Baloch majority into a minority in the area.

Nonetheless, with the construction of the port, the sleepy fishing town of Gwadar now boasts of many modern facilities, including a five-star hotel. And if the activity at the port picks up, the district is predicted to become the hub of economic and international trade activity.

The total Christian Population of this district is 93 which makes it 0.05% with respect to the total population of this district.
The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 17.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 17.

3) Distric Panjgur:

Panjgur in western Balochistan became a district in 1977 when Makran was divided into three tehsils. The district gets its name from two Balochi words, panch, meaning five, and gor, meaning graves, as it is believed that five saints were laid to rest in this land.

This area is home to a sizeable community of the Zikri sect, which dates back some four centuries. The Buledis, who were connected to the rulers of Oman, came to power here in the seventeenth century with the support of the Zikris, but later embraced a more orthodox Islam. The zikris then joined hands with the Gichkis in the mid-eighteenth century and took control of Panjgur.

Panjgur borders Iran, from where cheap oil and food products are regularly smuggled into the district and from there to the rest of Pakistan. Panjgur was one of the districts devastated by a cyclone and floods in June 2007.

Farming is the main source of income in the area. Almonds, pomegranates, grapes, peaches and pistachios are produced, but the major agricultural produce is dates, which are exported to other parts of the country. Farming activities are mostly undertaken by landowners, though tenants are also employed.

The total Christian Population of this district is 49 which makes it 0.02% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 38.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 11.

3. NASIRABAD DIVISION
1) District Bolan:

Carved out of the district of Kacchi in 1991, this district is named after the historic Bolan Pass, which for centuries was the route that traders, invaders and nomad hordes traversed as they travelled between India and Central Asia. Indeed the district can lay claim to a rich history, fables and many a famous battle. For instance, legend has it that it was in this region that the Lashari tribe defeated the Baloch folk hero and head of the Rind tribe, Chakar Khan Rind of Chakar-e-Azam. It was after his defeat that Chakar Khan moved to the Punjab. The remains of one of the world’s most ancient civilisations, Mehargarh, also lie in this district at the bank of Rirver Bolan.

The total Christian Population of this district is 288 which makes it 0.10% with respect to the total population of this district.
The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 30.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 258.

2) District Jafarabad:

Agriculturally, Jafarabad is the most fertile district of Balochistan, thanks to the canals and sub-canals that irrigate the area. The bulk of the area in the district known as Command Area is fed by canals. The major crops grown are rice, wheat, pulses, oilseed and recently, cotton. On the other hand, despite the fact that the area is also suitable for growing fruist, little attention has been paid to such crops. Only mango, citrus and guava are cultivated here in limited qunatities. Comparatively, livestock is of little importance in Jafarabad. In economic terms, the livestock only constitutes about 12 percent of the districts agricultural sector.

The total Christian Population of this district is 251 which makes it 0.06% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 61.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 190.

3) District Jhal Magsi:

Home to a number of arachaeological sites and the historical town of Gandawah, the histroy of which goes back to the pre-Arab conquest era, Jhal Magsi can boast of a rich history and culture. A number of important saints are also buried here. The distict is named after the Magsis, the major tribe in the area, which can trace its lineage back to the Lashari tribe.
The district is divided into two subdivisions, Gandawah and Jhal Magsi. However, till 1992 when Jhal Magsi was declared a district Gandawah fell into Kacchi district. Hence, the administrative histories of the two subdivisions are quite different.

Farming is the main source of livelihood. Due to its rich land and multiple water resources, a large variety of crops is grown here, including wheat and barley.

The total Christian Population of this district is 27 which makes it 0.02% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 27.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 0.
4) District Nasirabad:

Nasirabad is named after the great Baloch leader, Nasir Khan Noori, the founder of the Baloch Confederation and ruler of the Kalat Khanate from 1747 to 1794. the district was formed in 1974, though for three years, 1987 to 1990, it was known as Tamboo, which is a small village 40 kilometres west of district headquarter Dera Murad Jamli.
Agriculture is the main source of income in this district, which is one of the most developed in terms of agriculture in the province. The district’s lands are irrigated by the Pat Feeder Canal built under Ayub Khan’s regime. The major crops grown in the canal-fed area are rice, wheat, oilseed, pulses and cotton.

The herds in this district consist mainly of cows and buffaloes and the district has great potential for growth in the livestock sector. Most of the district has electricity, apart from some villages, but gas is supplied only to Dera Murad Jamali and near by villages.

The total Christian Population of this district is 50 which makes it 0.02% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 12.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 38.

4. QUETTA DIVISION

1) District Chagai:

Chagai came into the international limelight on May 28, 1998 when its hills were used by the Pakistan government to conduct nuclear tests. However, once the tests were over, the district quickly reverted to its hitherto anonymous existence. Indeed, little is known about the district’s ancient history even though it goes back two thousand years: ruins of terraced embankments have been found at the foot of the Ras Koh Hills, attributed to fire worshippers said to have been the inhabitants of this area then. While the district derives its name from a village on the western border of the Lora Hamun, local legend says its come from the numerous well (chahas) that are said to have existed in the past.
Apart from its role in the nuclear tests, the district is known for the infamous triangle where the borders of Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan meet. Many of the routes used by smugglers moving between these three countries pass through this region. In fact, the district has various unofficial border crossing points with Iran besides the official one at Taftan, a border town.

In comparison, its legal economic activity is limited: agriculture and livestock are the main sources of livelihood. This is particularly unfortunate as the district is rich in minerals and boasts of one of the largest copper deposits in the world at Rikodak and Saindak. The disrict also has major deposits of iron but these are yet to be explored.

The total Christian Population of this district is 323 which makes it 0.16% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 72.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 251.

2) Kila Abdullah:

This district is named after Sardar Abdullah Khan Achakzai, one of the leaders of the Afghan rebellion against the British at Kabul in 1841. it is one of the districts with a majority Pashtun population.

The area was formerly a part of Pishin, and became a separate district in 1993. the district borders Afghanistan with Chaman as its headquarters. Much Pak-Afghan trade is carried out via this border town.
The total Christian Population of this district is 503 which makes it 0.08% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 92.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 411.

3) District Pishin:

Pishin war a part of Quetta district until 1975, when it was separated and made into its own district for administrative reasons. It derives its name from the locality Pishin, the modern form of ‘Pushang’, which is old Persian for the Arabic ‘Fushang’. According to legend, the place was named after a son of the Emperor Afrasiab and Fushing was the speeling used in the  records of the Afghan government.
The district was home to a massive refugee camp at Surkhab for Afghans who fled their country after the Russian invasion. The Jungle Pir Alizai camp was closed down in 2007.

Pishin is also the home district of the forefather of Ayub Khan, who was of the Tareen tribe, and his younger brother Sardar Bahadur Khan was buried in Pishin. Most of the population of the district is Pashtun, and the other major tribes are the Kakars, Achakzais and Syeds.

The main sources of income in this district are agriculture and livestock. Farmers in the region grow cash crops and fruits and make efficient use of scarce water resources. In fact, livestock form Pishin is exported to other provinces. The major sources of energy in this district are electricity, kerosene, oil, gas, wood and animal dung.

The total Christian Population of this district is 385 which makes it 0.10% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 52.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 333.

4) District Quetta:

A garrison in the colonial era, Quetta was named the provincial headquarters in 1970 when Balochistan was given the status of a province. Within years, city spread out in all directions from Sariab to Baleli. Quetta has emerged as boasts of a medical college and three leading universities, including one for women.

The fruit orchards of the district are famous and a variety of apples and grapes are grown here. Almonds are found in abundance in the picturesque Hanna Valley and some other suburbs of the district. Lake Hanna, situated some 20 kilometres away in the hills, is Quetta’s favourite recreation spot, drawing hundreds of visitors every day.

The total Chrisitan Population of this district is 20,401 which makes it 2.68% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of the district is 1,945.

The total Christian Urban Population of the district is 18,456.

5. SIBI DIVISION
1) District Dera Bugti:

Dera Bugti is located in the south west of Balochistan province of Pakistan. Dera Bugti is named after its headquarter town ‘Dera Bugti’. Dera (a balochi word) mean ‘abode’ or ‘habitat’, while Bugti is name of the major Baloch tribe. Thus Dera Bugti means the abode of the Bugti’s, the dominant tribe of this district. Dera Bugti district has three sub-districts, Dera Bugti, Sui and Phailawagh. Natrual Gas is the major  mineral wealth of the Dera Bugti district. There are four major Gas fields: Sui gas field, Pir Koh gas field, Loti gas field and Uch gas field. Natural Gas was discovered at Sui in 1963 for use all over the country. The first natural gas supply plant was established at Sui in (1963). Besides Sui, Pir Koh, Loti and Uch, gas is believed to be also present in other parts of the Dera Bugti district.
The total Chrisitan Population of this district is 70 which makes it 0.04% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 40.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 30.

2) District Kohlu:

is the capital district of Balochistan. It is located at 29°54'0N 69°15'0E with an altitude of 1183 metres (3884 feet). The Marrri tribe is the main ethnic group in the city.

The total Chrisitan Population of this district is 131 which makes it 0.13% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 18.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 113.

3) District Sibi:

Known as the ‘hot spot’ of Pakistan where temprature reaches 50 degress celsius in summer, district Sibi has a mixed Baloch and Pashtun population and they are the main political entities here.

The total Christian Population of this district is 870 which makes it 0.48% wits respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 140.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 730.

4) District Ziarat:

This Pashtun-dominated district was formed in 1986 when Ziarat sub-tehsil of Sibi district was upgraded. In terms of population, it is the smallest of the four districts in Sibi division, the other three being Sibi, Kohlu and Dera Bugti.

Ziarat, which literally means shrine, is named after the shrine of Baba Kharwari, a highly esteemed saint who lived here in the early eighteenth century. The shrine is located about nine kilometres south of Ziarat town.

The founder of Pakistan, Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah spent his last days at the Ziarat Residency, which was originally meant to be a sanatorium when it was built in 1892 and is now a national monument. Locals believe that Quaid-e-Azam in fact breathed his last here, contrary to the official account that he died in Karachi on September 11, 1948.

The Ziarat mountain resort is a popular tourist destination as is the vast Juniper forest surrounding the Ziarat Valley, believed to be the second largest forest of its kind in the world. Agriculture is one of the major sources of employment in the area, and Ziarat Valley produces delicious cherries and apples. The livestock sector is another important employer. Goats and sheep constitute the bulk of the district’s total livestock, but donkeys and cattle are also reared.

The total Chrisitan Population of this district is 14 which makes it 0.04% with respect to the total population of this district.
The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 10.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 4.

6. ZHOB DIVISION

1) District Barkhan:

The name Barkhan is derived from Baro Khan, the founder of the Barozai family of Pannis. The Pannis have historically either ruled this area or owned it. The livelihood of the people in this district is based on agriculture and livestock and the mineral deposits in the area are not explored.

Wheat, fodder, vegetable, jawar, onion, garlic, and melon, as well as apples, almonds, plums, apricots, pomegranets and peaches are grown here. The district is devoid of any manufacturing units and big industries. However, smaller enterprises employing a small number of the population do exist.

The total Christian Population of this district is 24 which makes it 0.02% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 5.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 19.

2) District Killa Saifullah:

It is a fort (qilla) built by Saifullah Khan, an influential personage among the Mirdadzai Khudiadzai. The Killa Saifullah District of Pakistan derives its name from a fort. It became a district on 14th December 1988.
Killa Saifullah is about 135 km south to Quetta. It is an imprtant district of the Pashtun districts of Pakistan. Neighbouring districts are Zhob, Loralai and Pishin. Its border is linked with the country Afghanistan. 
The total Christian Population of this district is 183 which makes it 0.09% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 24.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is  159.                                   

3) District Loralai:

Situated in northern Balochistan, Loralai is sandwiched between Kohlu, Sibi, Killa Abdullah and Musakhel. It is a happy hunting ground for the PMLN’s Sardar Yaqub Khan Nasir, a coal miner who has been winning a federal parliament seat from here since 1993.

The total Christian Population of this district is 476 which makes it 0.16% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 181.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 295.

4) District Musakhel:

Until 1992, Musakhel was one of the three key areas that formed the Loralai district. In that year it was decided a separate district. It is named after the Pashtun tribe of Musakhel, a majority of whose inhabitants live here. Like Barkhan and Dera Bugti, Musakhel shares its borders with the province of Punjab.

Keeping in view the fact that the area recieves sufficient annual rainfall, it has potential for developing agriculture and livestock. But for this to materialise, the district needs the necessary infrastructure which at present it lacks.

Currently, tomatoes and chillies are the most profitable crops, in economic terms, which provide about three-fourth of the total agriucltural income. Efforts should be made to increase the production of these crops. The situation for livestock is no different. There are plenty of pastrue lands in the district which surely have sustainable grazing capacity for livestock development.

Musakhel can provide skilled manpower for the neighbouring districts of Punjab and Balochistan if vocational training is arranged for the local youth. A microcredit system and technical inputs may encourage the people to get engaged in small-scale manufacturing and cottage industry.

The total Christian Population of this district is 45 which makes it 0.03% with respect to the total population.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 28.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district 17.

5) District Zhob:

This distict of Zhob shares its borders with the tribal area of NWFP and Afghanistan. It is sub divided into three districts Zhob, Kakkar and Sheerani. Zhob River is used for irrigation in Zhob district.
The total Chrisitan Population of this district is 676 which makes it 0.25% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 26.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 650.

4. North West Frontier Province
1. BANNU DIVISION

1) District Bannu:

Bannu is mainly a rural district, though its urban centres are well populated and date centruies back in history. The old city of Bannu is walled and can be entered through one of its many gates. The land in the district is fertile and known for producing hihg quality vegetables, fruits and spices. But these days, the phrase that best describes Bannu is ‘the imminent rise of mullahs and militancy’. The site of many suicide attacks on the Pakistan Army, the district is on one of the routes most frequented by the military convoys proceeding to the adjoining tribal areas.

The total Christian Population of this district is 1,279 which makes it 0.19% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 98.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 1,181.

  2) District Lakki Marwat:

Lying at the crossroads of Mianwali, Dera Ismail Khan and the South Waziristan Agency, the district has of late come to be affected by religious militancy originating from nearby tribal areas. The Saifullahs are one of the most prominent political families here. A number of actions of this family including Anwar Saifullah and Saleem Saifullah have been active both at the federal as well as provincial levels. The descendents of the Pir of Zakhori Sharif are also quite active in provincial politics.
The total Christian Population of this district is 54 which makes it 0.01% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 41.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 13.

2. DERA ISMAIL KHAN DIVISION

1) District Dera Ismail Khan:

Dera Ismail Khan takes it name from Ismail Khan, a Baloch chief who settled here after migrating from Sri Lanka in AD. 1469. The present day city is situated four miles away from Indus River. Its population is a mix of ethnic Baloch and Pashtuns, with a significant Urdu-speaking migrant population. D.I.Khan lies in the Seraiki belt and is linked via roads to Bhakkar and Mianwali in the Punjab. It is also connected to Afghanistan through the Gomal Pass.

The total Chrisitan Population of this district is 1,676 which makes it 0.20% with respect to the total population of this district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 278.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 1,398.

2) District Tank:

The small district is two points behind its neighbour. Dera Ismail Khan on the district development ranking and with whom it shares its sole parliamentary seat. The primary profession of its Pashtun population is agriculture, with many of those, who have moved to uraban centres employed as menial labour. Spread over 1,679 square kilometres, Tank shares its borders with Lakki Marwat in the north, Mianwali in the east, Dera Ghazi Khan in the south and South Waziristan Agency in the west. In fact, it also serves as the administrative headquarters of the Waziristan-Mahsur territory. Tank has recently come in the spotlight for the clashes between law enforcement agencies and militants.
The total Chrisitan Population of this district is 318 which makes it 0.13% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 9.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 309.

3. HAZARA DIVISION

1) District Abbottabad:

Lying on the fringes of the Himalayas, Abbottabad in its 1,967 square kilometeres wide expanse is famous for its Galiyat, the summer escape of the well-heeled and the hoi polloi alike. Abbottabad city itself is a popular hill station. Originally part of the Hazara division, of which the city served as the headquarters, Abbottabad was given the status of a district in 1981.

The total Chrisitan Population of this district is 1,860 which makes it 0.21% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 322.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 1,538.

2) District Battagram:

Once known for its towering Hindu Kush mountain range and the presence of the old Silk Route, Battagram was the epicentre of the disastrous October 2005 earthquake, which razed the district’s settlements. After facing two years of extreme poverty, harsh winters and shattered economy, Battagram is still inching towards reconstruction. It obtained the status of a district in 1993 after splitting up from Mansehra district.

The total Chrisitan Population of this district is 27 which makes it 0.01% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Rural Population of this district is 27.

The total Urban Population of this district is 0.

3) District Haripur:

Haripur is one of NWFP’s most developed and literate districts. The district borders Islamabad, with the Khanpur Dam here supplying water to the federal capital. The famous Jaullan Buddhist monastery overlooking Taxila is also located here. It is also home to Hattar, NWFP’s largest idustiral area, and the Telephone Industry of Pakistan.

The total Christian Population of this district is 798 which makes it 0.12% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of this district is 712.

The total Christian Urban Population of this district is 86.

4) District Kohistan:

Kohistan is one of the largest yet most sparsely populated districts in the NWFP. The district has been victim to a host of invasions and is therefore mottled with ethnic diversity. It sits on the border of two aggressive tectonic plates, the Eurasian plate an the Indian subcontinent, making it susceptible to earthquakes.

The total Chrisitan Population of this district is 16 which makes it 0.00% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of the district is 16.

The total Christian Urban Population of the district is 0.
5) District Mansehra:

Home to the most spectacular mountain ranges, Lake Saif ul Muluk and Karakoram Highway, Mansehra has had a flourishing tourism industry. Most sites, however, stay closed due to inhospitable weather for a good part of the year. Furthermore, since the October 2005 earthquake, the influx of tourists has decreased.

The total Christian Population of the district is 104 which makes it 0.01% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of the district is 70.

The total Christian Urban Population of the district is 34.

4. KOHAT DIVISION

1) District Hangu:

The tehsil turned of Hangu, otherwise famous for its scenic hills, rivers and ancient forts, is more often than not under curfew to keep peace among the warring Sunni and Shia sects. It shares this characteristic with the adjoining Kurram Agency where similar sectarian clashes prevail. Moreover, being at the receiving end of ill effects of the long-runnig strife in Afghanistan, Hangu is awash with drugs and arms.

On the bright side, the people of the district are known for their hardwork and tough survival instincts. In search of livelihood, they can be found in any corner of the country and beyond.

The total Christian Population of the district is 475 which makes it 0.15% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of the district is 228.

The total Christian Urban Population of the district is 247.

2) District Karak:

Due to a rising literacy rate, Karak produces the bulk of bureaucrats and generals coming from the Frontier. Though it shares its border with the North Waziristan Agency. It has so far not been afftected as heavily by the religious militancy as some other parts of the province. Because of the alkaline soil and low rainfall, most of the land falling in this district is unsuitable for cultivation. In the absence of agriculture people rely on the public and private sectors for their livelihood. For this obvious reason the district is a hotbed for recruitment for the military as well as other government departments.

The total Chrisitan Population of the district 60 which makes it 0.01% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of the district is 20.

The total Christian Urban Population of the district is 40.

3) District Kohat:
Famous for the traditional Khattak dance, the area is home to the Bangash and Khattak tribes. Kohat city is a military town, containing the main headquarters of the Signal corps in the army and an air force base. It is also notorious for being the second busiest smuggling route between Pakistan and Afghanistan. The district has been done proud by poet Ahmad Faraz.

The total Christian Population of the district is 2,606 which makes it 0.46% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of the district is 191.

The total Christian Urban Population of the district is 2,415.

5. MALAKAND DIVISION

1) District Buner:

Part of the Malakand Division till 2000. buner is surrounded by high hills densely covered by pine and other trees. This scenic district is also known for a number of great saints. Though the majority of the districts population is descended from the Yousafzai tribes. Buner is also home to other ethnic groups as well as religious minorities, including Sikhs and Hindus.

Agriculture provides the main source of livelihood and wheat, maize and tobacco are the main crops grown here. A significant number of the younger generation works abroad. Unlike a number of its neighbouring districts, Buner is known for its peaceful atmosphere.

The total Christian Population of the district is 59 which makes it 0.01% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of the district is 59.

The total Christian Urban Population of the district is 0.

2) District Chitral:

A landlocked northern district of the Frontier province. Chitral is cut off from the rest of the country for four to five months during winter. In the intervening period, its sole link is the whimsical PIA. The rugged terrain of the district has many strategically important mountain passes. Inhabited chiefly by the Chitralis, it has some Pashtuns in the south but more importantly is is home to the Kalash people. Part of the Hazara division, this former princely state’s inhabitants are deeply religious and the area served as a base for the mujahideen during the Soveit occupation.

The total Christian Population of the district is 53 which makes it 0.02% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of the district is 11.

The total Christian Urban Population of the district is 42.

3) District Lower Dir:

Lower Dir is situated in the north-west of NWFP, bounded by a long chain of the Koh-e-Hindu Kush. This is a hilly and green area and has many tourism attracting valleys. From an agricultural point of view, the most important and productive valleys are the Talash, Jandool and Maidan. The only famous river Panjkora sweeps through the bases of all the mountains in a zigzag line and irrigates the cultivable aeas of the district. Forestry and agriculture are an important source of production and economy for a large segment of the population.

The total Christian Population of the distirct is 180 which makes it 0.03% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of the district is 75.

The total Christian Urban Population of the district is 105.

4) District Malakand:

Malakand is a small district encompassing an area of 952 square kilometres. Formerly known as Malakand Agency of Malakand Protected Area. It was given the status of a district in 2001.

The Malakand Pass is an essential communication link for the districts of Swat, Dir, Bajaur, Buner, Shangla and Chitral along with other parts of the country. Chromite, Iron, China clay and fuller’s earth are mined here here, with mineral extraction still an untapped resource for the economy. The district was the Frontier province.
The total Chrisitan Population of the district is 365 which makes it 0.08% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of the district is 281.

The total Christian Urban Population of the district is 84.

5) District Shangla:

The isolated district of Shangla with its beautiful valleys has the lowest human development index in the entire province. This is unfortunate as the district is rich in natural resources and has potential for hydel power generation even though only one such project is underway at the moment. Agriculture provides the main source of income for the inhabitants. The district was severely affected by the October 2005 earthquake but the plight of the homeless people largely went unnoticed.

The total Christian Population of the district is 36 which makes it 0.01% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of the district is 36.

The total Christian Urban Population of the district is 0.

6) District Swat:

This conservative and religious district was a princely state till its dissolutin in 1969. Swat’s Malam Jabba ski resort is popular with foreign tourists and so are the Gandharan civilisation sites. Even though its capital is Saidu Sharif, the town of Mingora has been incessantly in the spotlight for the clashes between the Tehrik-e-Nifaz-e-Shariat-e-Mohammadi and law enforcers. 

The total Christian Population of the district is 297 which makes it 0.02% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of the district is 60.

The total Christian Urban Population of the district is 237.

7) District Upper Dir:

Upper Dir is famous for its high mountain peaks and waterfalls. Timergara is the district headquarters, with the majority of its people from the Yousafzai tribe. The district’s transportation and communication facilities are in need of repair, with only one motor road connecting it with Chitral. The population of the region is mostly rural and annual rainfall in Upper Dir is over 1000 mm. Much of the area is covered by forests. The main crops grown here are Maize and Potato. The expansion and diversification of agriculture has raised living standards to some extent over the years.

The total Christian Population of the district is 5 which  makes it 0.00% with respect to the total population of the district.
The total Christian Rural Population of the district is 5.

The total Christian Urban Population of the district is 0.

6. MARDAN DIVISION

1) District Mardan:

Mardan, located in the Peshawar Valley, was made a district in 1937 with the bifurcation of the district of Peshawar. Swabi and Charsadda districts were later carved out of Mardan in the 1980’s. Mardan city is the second largest in NWFP after Peshawar. Its history dates back to the Gandhara kingdom, the remains of which are scattered around the district, including the Takht-e-Bahi Buddhist monastery.
The total Christian Population of the district is 2,038 which makes it 0.14% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of the district is 196.

The total Christian Urban Population of the district is 1,842.

7. PESHAWAR DIVISION

1) District Charsadda:

With a history that dates back to the ancient Gandhara civilization, Charsadda is known for being the home district to many of the well-known politicians of NWFP.

The district is divided into three tehsils: Charsadda, Tangi and Shabqadar.

The total Christian Population of the district is 379 which makes it 0.04% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of the district is 210.

The total Christian Urban Population of the district is 169.

2) District Nowshera:

Housing four major cantonments, a military college and a Pakistan Air Force academy, Nowshera is surely military-dominated. Mapped out in 1988, it is the Frontier’s link to the Punjab and is at the heart of the debate about the Kalabagh Dam. The other most known landmark in the district is Darul Uloom Haqqania at Akora Khattak, the seminary from where most of the senior Taliban leadership, incluing Mullah Umar, received their religious education.
The total Christian Population of the district is 537 which makes it 0.05% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of the district is 79.

The total Christian Urban Population of the district is 458.

3) District Peshawar:

The provincial capital of the Frontier province, Peshawar is bounded by tribal agencies on its three borders. It is the closest Pakistani city to Afghanistan, serving as a key route for trade and smuggling. At the height of the Afghan conflict it supported three million Afghan refugees. Having an estimated population of nearly three million, most of its inhabitants are professionals in contrast to its neighbouring agrarian districts.

Peshawar city is famous for its Qissa Khawani Bazaar, Balahisar Fort and Chowk Yadgaar, the latter buill to commemorate the martyrs of the 1857 War of Independence against the British. A sizeable Christian population lives in the heart of the region that is synonymous with Muslim fundamentalism to the outside world. A small Sikh population also resides in the city.

The total Chrisitan Population of the district is 4,489 which makes it 0.51% with respect to the total population of the district.

The total Christian Rural Population of the district is 483.

The total Christian Urban Population of the district is 4,006.
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